
Ed Kaplan Family Institute for Innovation 
and Tech Entrepreneurship Established at IIT
Ed Kaplan (ME ’65)—a successful 
entrepreneur, innovator, and member 
of the IIT Board of Trustees—and his 
wife, Carol, have created a $10 million 
challenge grant to establish the Ed 
Kaplan Family Institute for Innovation 
and Tech Entrepreneurship.

“IIT will be transformed into a center 
of technical innovation in Chicago,” 
said Kaplan at an event announcing 
the gift. “The institute will help grow 
the tech ecosystem here in Chicago 
and be a catalyst for innovation.”

Kaplan is the co-founder of Zebra 
Technologies, a leader in bar code-
printing technology. His $10 million 
gift is in addition to the $1 million he 
has previously given to support this 
project. These gifts, combined with 
his other campaign gifts, including 
the endowment of the Carol and 
Ed Kaplan Armour College Dean of 
Engineering Chair, make him the 
largest alumnus donor to Fueling 
Innovation and second only to the 
late University Regent Robert A. Pritzker 
(IE ’46) in lifetime giving by an alumnus.

The $40 million,100,000-
square-foot Kaplan Institute 
will be the first academic 
building constructed on 
Main Campus in more than 
45 years. IIT President  
John Anderson calls it a 
“defining milestone in IIT’s 
history” that will transform 
how the university edu-
cates the next generation 
of students. The key cap-
ital project in the Fueling 
Innovation campaign, the 
institute is essential to the 
university’s strategic plan 
to increase undergraduate 
enrollment to 4,000 students 
by 2019. [See page 8 to read 
an interview with Ed Kaplan.]

Bringing together under one roof 
all the signature elements of an IIT 
education—creativity, innovation, 
collaboration, and entrepreneurship—
the Kaplan Institute will feature state-
of-the-art labs, prototyping spaces, 
and collaborative areas. It will also be 
home to IIT Institute of Design as well 
as Self Leadership Academy, the Idea 
Shop, Jules F. Knapp Entrepreneurship 
Center, and the Interprofessional 
Projects (IPRO) Program. With every 
IIT undergraduate completing at least 
two IPRO courses as part of their 
curriculum, the institute will become 
the hub of innovation and enterprise 
creation on campus.

“IIT has a rich history and will 
now have a brighter future with 
the innovation center,” said 
Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel, 
who joined President Anderson 
at a press conference in March to 
announce the selection of design  
and programming architects for  
the project.

Congressman Bobby Rush expressed 
his gratitude for the various learning 
opportunities IIT has sponsored for 
the local community and anticipated 
the limitless horizon of further 
opportunity made possible by the 
Kaplan family gift.

newsbriefs

IIT’s six-year fundraising campaign has raised more 
than $170 million as of May 15, 2014—68 percent 
toward its goal of $250 million.

Visit fuelinginnovation.iit.edu/innovation-center or 
fuelinginnovation.iit.edu/edward-kaplan to read more 
about the Ed Kaplan Family Institute for Innovation and 
Tech Entrepreneurship or Kaplan’s innovation story. 
Be sure to also check out the many innovative alumni, 
students, and faculty featured on the site.

Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel shares a laugh with recent IIT 
engineering management graduate Cleo Richard at the event 
announcing the architects for the Kaplan Institute.
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CAMPAIGN PROGRESS
Through May 15, 2014

$170,863,435 RAISED
• 15 ENDOWED CHAIRS

• MORE THAN $27 MILLION RAISED FOR SCHOLARSHIPS

• 6 FAMILIES HAVE MADE GIFTS OF $10 MILLION OR MORE

• MORE THAN 8,900 ALUMNI DONORS

fuelinginnovation.iit.edu

“IIT has opened its doors in remarkable 
ways throughout the years,” Rush said at 
the press conference. “Thank you, IIT.”

John Ronan Architects, a Chicago-based, 
internationally renowned architecture 
and design firm, has been selected as the 
design architect of the Kaplan Institute. 
John Ronan is founding principal of the 
firm and has been a professor at IIT 
College of Architecture since 1992. The 
firm received two American Institute of 
Architects Institute Honor Awards, for the 
Poetry Foundation and the Gary Comer 
Youth Center, both in Chicago.

Shepley Bulfinch, a national firm 
specializing in the programming and 
planning of prototype collaboration 
spaces, is the programming architect.  
The firm’s work includes Harvard 
Innovation Lab, Duke University’s Link 
Teaching and Learning Center, and 
collaborative engineering and learning 
environments for Johns Hopkins University.

[Left to right] Mohammad Shahidehpour, 
IIT Robert W. Galvin Center for 
Electricity Innovation Bodine Chair 
Professor and center director; H. Vincent 
Poor, Michael Henry Strater University 
Professor of Electrical Engineering, 
Princeton University; Anjan Bose, 
Regents Professor, School of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science, 
Washington State University; and John 
R. Birge, Jerry W. and Carol Lee Levin 
Professor of Operations Management, 
University of Chicago Booth School of 
Business, join IIT Provost and Senior 
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Alan Cramb at the National Academy of 
Engineering (NAE) Regional Meeting 
and Symposium held at IIT on May 
14. IIT president and NAE member 
John Anderson hosted the event.  
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http://www.shepleybulfinch.com/


• illinoistechathletics.com

Thinking
 SMART 
  On and Off 
     the Field

by Marcia Faye
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“Darwin represents everything we want an 
Illinois Tech student-athlete and baseball player to 
strive to be,” says Marks, noting that Argumedo came 
to the university from Sinclair Community College 
in Ohio, where he scored big as a catcher and a hitter. 
“Throughout the fall season, Darwin showed increasing 
arm strength over and over again, so naturally we put 
a ball in his hand, took away the catcher’s gear, and let 
him pitch. It was a foreign experience for him at first, 
but we are starting to see him become a large threat to 
our opponents not just as a catcher but also as a pitcher 
and a hitter.”

Argumedo learned baseball on the streets in 
Cartagena, Colombia, where he and his grade school 
buddies crafted balls out of stones wrapped in paper 
and plastic, which they hit with both aluminum and 
wooden bats. He admits that as a youth, having fun 
in the neighborhood took priority, and he had a 
difficult time focusing on either his homework or his 
blossoming ball skills until his father provided him  
with discipline in the form of a personal baseball  
coach/mentor.

Argumedo’s love of the sport grew. He and his 
family immigrated to the United States in 2010, when 
he joined the nationally recognized Dayton [Ohio] 
Classics, a team that prepares players for either college- 
or professional-level baseball. Argumedo played 
with the organization for one year before entering 
community college and obtaining a slot on the Sinclair 
Tartan Pride ball team. Fully immersed in his life as a 
student-athlete, he shifted his priorities to his education.

Thinking
 SMART 
  On and Off 
     the Field “I looked for the best chemical engineering 

schools in the country and IIT was one of them,” 
Argumedo says, adding that his first semester of 
coursework at the university presented him with a  
level of difficulty he had not anticipated, but that  
“it’s all for the good of my future.”

Thinking back to his formative ball-playing 
years, Argumedo says that one of his most cherished 
memories was when Orlando Cabrera, retired 
Colombian-American Major League Baseball 
shortstop, joined him and his friends in an 
impromptu game in the streets of Cartagena. Now, 
Argumedo is creating new experiences that are 
supplanting those of the past.

“The opportunities I have in the United States 
are unbelievable,” he says. “The job fairs and my 
scholarship are awesome. I get to wake up and play 
baseball, and attend school at IIT. I feel blessed.” ●

MORE ONLINE

Dayton Classics: www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=daytonclassics

[Left] Darwin Argumedo (CHE 3rd 
year) is poised to swing a mighty bat 
at the South Side Classic, held at U.S. 
Cellular Field on May 3. [Right] Along 
with his Illinois Tech teammates, Darwin 
Argumedo [as catcher] rallied to score a 
19-7 victory against Maranatha Baptist 
University in the South Side Classic. 

A LTHOUGH HE MAY HAVE A RATHER DISTINGUISHED FIRST NAME, 
DARWIN ARGUMEDO (CHE 3rd year) is hopeful that he’ll be 
remembered at IIT for his academic accomplishments as well as 

his talents as a player for the Scarlet Hawks men’s baseball team. Soon 
after Argumedo first stepped onto IIT’s Ed Glancy Field in fall 2013, Head 
Coach Scott Marks knew he had a winner.
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