
  
 

 

 

A Parent’s Guide to Fraternity and Sorority Life at Illinois Institute of Technology 

 
As your student prepares to attend Illinois Institute of Technology or as he or she continues his or her studies 
here, we would like to offer you the answers to some of the questions you might have concerning the Greek 
community at IIT. IIT currently has three sororities and seven fraternities to choose from. Greek life at any 
university offers your son or daughter a 'home away from home', providing friendship, scholastic support, 
experience, involvement, and opportunities for the future.   

 
Where can I go to learn more?  
Contact Residence and Greek Life by phone (312.567.5075), 
email (housing@iit.edu) or visit our website (iit.edu/housing). 
Office of the Dean of Students: 312.567.3081 or dos@iit.edu  
Greek Council: http://www.iitgreek.com/  
 
 
Illinois Institute of Technology Greek Council Mission Statement 
We the men and women of the Greek Council at Illinois Institute of 
Technology endeavor to better student life by supporting Greek 
leadership throughout the Institute, encouraging communication 
between chapters and the Institute, and promoting the Greek 
community. We will hold ourselves accountable to our member 
chapters and to ourselves. We will serve as a representative body for 
the member chapters and welcome them to voice their opinions free 
of judgment or negative criticism. We will promote high scholastic 
achievement, encourage diversity among our membership, stimulate the growth of the Greek community, foster 
social interaction amongst member chapters and the greater community, and maintain respect for one another as 
fellow Greeks. As these are the cornerstones of Fraternity & Sorority Life at Illinois Institute of Technology, we will 
strive always to better ourselves through this mission. 
 

 

Frequently Asked Questions by Parents regarding Greek Life at IIT 
 
What will students get out of Greek life that is unique to the Greek experience?  
At IIT, fraternities and sororities enable men and women to establish strong friendships, often lasting beyond the 
collegiate years.  This can be especially beneficial when a student is transitioning to college for the first time.  For 
many members, the chapter will become a home away from home.   
 
IIT is a rigorous academic institution. Will my student’s academics be compromised if they join a Greek 
organization? 
The Greek community at IIT strives for academic excellence and improved scholastic achievement.  Each chapter 
has chosen a grade point average requirement which each member must maintain to be active.  Chapters also 
offer academic assistance for its members, providing study areas and peer tutoring.  Every chapter understands 
that its members are students first, and provide recognition to those who excel and improve their academic 
standing.  
 
How much time will membership in a chapter take?  
The time commitment varies from chapter to chapter and also depends on how active the member wants to be in 
the chapter.   However, the first semester is usually the most time intensive as the new member goes through the 
chapter’s education program.  This program will allow your student to learn more about their organization’s 
history, develop their leadership and time management skills and develop friendships. After the initiation, time 
expectations will vary.  Every Greek organization has a weekly chapter meeting and mandatory events throughout 
the year, but they are planned well in advance.   
 
 

Who Do I Talk to Learn More? 

 

Talk to the Chapters!  

Each chapter has contact information on 

the Residence and Greek Life website 

 

Talk to Emma! 

Emma is the Greek Life Coordinator and 

a professional staff member with 

Residence and Greek Life. Call 312-567-

5075 or email her at etitus1@iit.edu. 

 



  
 

 

 

 
Are fraternities/sororities primarily social in nature?  
There is a social nature to the Greek community and these “social” events include educational programs, 
intramural sports, Greek Week, and community service projects in addition to parties and socials.  Greek 
organizations today have extensive rules and policies around social events, creating a safer environment for its 
members.  Additionally, Residence and Greek Life and the Greek Council have a risk management and alcohol 
policy in place.  Each organization may also have national rules it must follow regarding the hosting of social 
events.   
 
Why does it cost money to be a member and how much will it cost? 
Joining a fraternity or sorority does carry a financial commitment.  Every Greek organization has membership fees 
or "dues," which vary by organization.  Each chapter is self-supporting through dues paid by their members.  
Dues are used for a variety of services and purposes, from operating costs for the chapter to scholastic 
programming. Speak directly with the organizations you are interested in to learn a complete breakdown of their 
membership fees and what they are used for.  Although chapters may make accommodations for special needs, 
students should discuss the financial obligations with their parent(s) or guardian(s) before deciding to join. 
 
What about hazing? 
Hazing, no matter what the form, is not tolerated for any reason.  It is against IIT policy and Illinois state law to 
haze in any fashion.  Every Greek organizations signs anti-hazing agreements at the beginning of each semester 
and must abide by the rules and laws set forth for them.  Any reported hazing incident will be addressed swiftly 
and judiciously.  Additionally, many chapters’ national organizations have anti-hazing policies in place.   
 
What is my responsibility and role as a parent? 
Learn more about the organizations at IIT. A great resource is the Residence and Greek Life website at 
iit.edu/housing.  Ask questions about what organizations will offer your student, but allow them to make the 
decision for themselves.  Once your student joins a chapter, there will opportunities for involvement such as 
Moms and Dads weekend activities or joining the chapter’s Parents Club if there is one available.  
 
How does my student join a Greek organization?  
“Rush" or "recruitment" is the process in which organizations meet and get to know potential new members.  At 
IIT, formal recruitment is held in the fall, in the first week of classes.  Each fraternity and sorority will host events 
for students interested in learning more about their organizations.  If you aren't able to take part in fall recruitment, 
most chapters will host events year-round for prospective members to learn more about their organization.  
Recruitment is a mutual selection process with the hope that there is a place for everyone.  
 
How will joining a fraternity or sorority benefit my student after they graduate?   
Membership in a Greek organization can be a life-long experience.  The friendships they form as a student can 
last a life-time and many Greek organizations have alumni networks in place at a national level.  Wherever your 
student ends up post-college, chances are he or she will be able to find an alumni chapter or other members of 
their fraternity or sorority in the area.  
 
How do I read those Greek letters?  
Greek letters have been used since 1776 with the founding of Phi Beta Kappa. 
 

A Alpha (al-fa) B Beta (ba-tah) Γ Gamma (gam-ma) Δ Delta (dell-ta) 

E Epsilon (epp-see-lon) Z Zeta (zeah-tah) H Eta (ate-ah) Θ Theta (thea-ta) 

I Iota (i-o-tah) K Kappa (cap-pa) Λ Lamda (lamb-da) M Mu (mew or meu) 

N Nu (new) Ξ Xi (zigh) O Omicron (o-me-cron) Π Pi (pie) 

P Rho (roe) Σ Sigma (sig-ma) T Tau (taw) Y Upsilon (upp-see-lon) 

Φ Phi (figh) X Chi (kigh) Ψ Psi (sigh) Ω Omega (o-meg-a) 

 


